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Journal  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


Youth  Evang.  Conf.  set  for  Dec.  30-31 


Participants  are  responsible  for  all  other 
meals  and  for  overnight  lodging. 

"The  YEC  Planning  Committee  wishes 
to  thank  MC  and  First  Church,  Clinton, 
for  their  willingness  to  allow  us^to  use 
their  facilites,  as  well  as  for  the  ^^fcany 
other  ways  they  help  make  this  event  a 
success  year  after  year,"  Lum  said. 

In  addition  to  Lum,  the  2002  YEC 
Planning  Committtee  includes: 

•  Jay  Albritton,  youth  minister  at  First 
Church,  Vicksburg. 

•  Christy  Anderson,  minister  of  youth 
and  childhood  education  at  First  Church, 
McComb. 

•  Todd  Cole,  minister  of  youth  and 
recreation  at  First  Church,  Terry. 

•  Jay  Fletcher,  youth 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


holidays,  YEC  is  still  open.  If  your  church's 
teens  need  a  spiritual  boost  to  begin  the 
new  year,  this  is  the  place  to  be,"  Lum  said. 

Registration  will  begin  at  12  noon  on 
December  30  in  A.E. 

Wood  Coliseum  on  the 
Clinton  campus  of  MC. 

Youth  leaders  and  coun-  K'  Eml 

selors  will  meet  at  1:15  Mnli 

p.m.  in  Swor  Auditorium  wi  *'*’ 
on  the  MC  campus.  -  A  dHpj 

The  afternoon  session  HldL, 
on  December  30  will 
begin  at  2  p.m.  and  close 
at  4  p.m.  the  December  Robinson 
30  evening  session  will 
begin  at  6:30  p.m.  and  end  at  10  p.m. 

The  December  31  morning  session 
will  begin  with  a  7:15- 
fSyj J  8:30  a.m.  breakfast  in 
the  MC  Student  Center, 
ffife  JU|for  all  pre-registered 

|p»»afc  participants.  The  break- 

ma  M  ast  's  cornpl>ments  of 


The  2002  Mississippi  Baptist  Youth 
Evangelism  Conference  (YEC),  sched¬ 
uled  for  December  30-31  on  the  campus 
of  Mississippi  College 
(MC)  ana  at  First 
Church  in  Clinton,  will 
feature  an  evangelist 
and  chaplain  known 
across  the  country  for 
his  extensive  ministries 
to  college  and  profes¬ 
sional  sports  teams. 

Ken  Smith  of 
Leesburg,  Fla.,  has 
served  as  team  chaplain 
for  the  football  programs  at  Mississippi 
State  University,  Florida  State  University, 
and  the  University  of  South  Carolina.  He 
continues  to  provide  motivational  confer¬ 
ences  and  Christian  programs  for  college 
and  pro  teams. 

Smith  has  preached  at  a  number  of 
Mississippi  Baptist  churches  over  Ihe 
years,  as  well  as  at  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Evangelism  Conference. 

Also  appearing  at  the  2002  YEC  are: 
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minister  at  First  Church, 
Clinton. 

•  Clinton  White,  asso¬ 
ciate  pastor  and  minister 
of  youth  at  Bayou  View 


Church,  Gulfport. 

•  Patsy  Bozeman, 


ministry  assistant  in  the 
:.  J  MBCB  Evangelism 

Clement  Department. 

For  more  informa¬ 
tion  on  YEC,  contact  Lum  at  P.O.  Box 
530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Telephone: 
(601)  292-3280  or  toll-free  outside 
Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext.  280.  E-mail: 
dlum@mbcb.org 


camps  m  the  summer  of  2U(J3. 

•  Adam  Robinson,  a  youth 
evangelist  from  Birmingham.  He 
is  a  popular  speaker  at  youth  con¬ 
ferences  and  youth  nights  around 
the  Southern  Baptist  convention, 
and  has  worked  extensively  with 
the  Centrifuge  and  Student  Life 
programs. 

•  Michael  John  Clement  of 
Alabaster,  Al.,  a  popular  Christian 
vocalist  and  veteran  of  Mississippi 
Baptist  Youth  Night.  His  worship 
CDs  include  You  Are  Good  (1999), 
Rapid  Content  (2000),  Embrace 
This  Place  (2000),  and  Red  (2001). 

YEC  Chairman  Don  Lum,  a  con¬ 
sultant  in  the  Sunday  School 
Department  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board  (MBCB), 
said  the  annual  YEC  gathering  is  an 
event  that  God  continues  to  use  in  a 
relevant  and  contemporary  way  to 
draw  young  people  to  Him. 

"They’re  going  to  have  fun,  too," 
Lum  added. 

Organizers  are  anticipating 
about  2,300  participants  from 
across  Mississippi,  and  possibly 
more  than  than  the  record  2,500 
participants  achieved  several 
years  ago. 

"If  churches  haven't  made  plans 
for  their  young  people  during  the 


CHRISTMAS  AT  GROUND 
ZERO  —  Workers  decorate  a 
Christmas  tree  at  ground  zero 
in  New  York  in  memory  of  the 
city's  public  safety  heroes  who 
lost  their  lives  Sept.  1 1 .  (Photo 
courtesy  of  Tony  Cartledge) 


Service  and  Ohio  University.  birth  of  Jesus  than  it  used  to  be,  the  report  said. 

"Historically,  it  has  been  a  struggle  for  "As  a  free  thinker,  I  believe  the  holidays  are 

America  to  find  meaningful  holidays  that  a  great  tradition  regardless  of  the  underlying 
include  a  sufficiently  broad  number  of  peo-  basis  for  them,"  Ron  Barrier,  a  New  York 
pie,  but  Christinas  seems  to  have  many  leader  of  American  Atheists,  a  2^00-member 
modes  of  interpretation  upon  which  we  can  national  organization  defending  the  rights 
set  our  own  personal  needs,"  University  of  and  interests  of  atheists,  said  in  me  report. 
Texas  historian  Penne  Restad,  author  of  Atheists  like  Barrier  are  likely  to  enjoy 
Christmas  in  America:  A  History,  said  in  a  celebrating  holidays  such  as  Christmas, 
Dec.  9  Scripps  Howard  report.  Hanukkah,  Kwanzaa,  and  even  the  winter 

"Christmas  has  become  as  much  a  cele-  solstice, 
bration  of  community  as  it  has  a  celebration  The  survey  also  found  that  younger  peo- 
of  religion,"  she  pointed  out.  pie  and  people  living  on  the  West  Coast  are 

The  true  meaning  of  Christmas,  however,  more  likely  to  know  others  who  are  atheists 
is  rooted  in  Jesus,  noted  James  T.  Draper  Jr.,  but  will  celebrate  Christmas  anyway. 
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W&'ve  all  heard  the  axiom,  "What 
Satan  intended  for  e*vil,  God  used 
for  good."  Maybe  it  has  been 
applied  poorly  at  a  particularly  inappro¬ 
priate  time  for  some  of  us  —  the  unex- 
ected  loss  of  a  loved  one,  for  example  — 
ut  it  is  nonetheless  true. 

Those  thoughts  came  to  mind  upon 
reading  of  the  tragic  death  of  Baptist  nurse 
Bonnie  Witherall,  a  missionary  appointed 
to  Sidon,  Lebanon,  by  the  Christian  and 
Missionary  Alliance  of  Colorado  Springs. 
On  November  21,  she  was  shot  three  times 
in  the  head  after  answering  the  door  at  the 
medical  clinic  where  she  worked. 

What  could  be  worse  than  the 
death  of  a  dedicated  Christian  mis¬ 
sionary,  willing  to  risk  her  very  life 
to  take  the  Gospel  to  a  lost  and 
dying  world?  Wnat  further  crush¬ 
ing  punishment  could  the  Evil  One 
possibly  be  plotting  for  us?  What 
could  be  a  greater  discouragement? 

Yet,  God  has  managed  to  turn 
evil  into  good,  tragedy  into  tri¬ 
umph.  Satan  has  once  again  seen 
victory  snatched  from  his  jaws. 
"The  other  week,  I  sat  as  two 
H.  leaders  in  the  evangelical  commu- 
I  nity  asked  one  another  for  for- 
giveness  for  not  working  together, 
and  then  they  pledged  to  work 
together,"  reported  a  Southern 
Baptist  representative  in  the  Sidon  area 
who  spoke  with  Baptist  Press  but  cannot 
be  identified  for  security  reasons. 

"During  the  past  couple  of  days,  we 
have  been  overwhelmed  as  local  believers 
and  missionaries  have  expressed  interest  in 
what  we  are  doing,"  he  added. 

Witherall's  death  also  led  to  the  first 
community-wide  prayer  meeting  of  believ¬ 
ers  in  the”  Sidon  area,  the  representative 
said.  "We  are  seeing  more  interest  in  the 
work  here  than  we  have  in  a  long  time. 


"Daily,  we  are  receiving 
e-mail  from  people  all 
over  the  world  asking  how 
they  can  pray  and  be  a 
part  of  what  God  is  doing 
here.  We  stand  ready  with 


ere.  We  stand  ready  witi 
an  answer." 

As  if  to  magnify  the 
newfound  boldness  of  the 
believers  in  Sidon,  the 
International  Mission 

Board  (1MB)  of  the 
Southern  Baptist 

Convention  announced  in 
recent  days  the  formal 
renewal  of  an  old  friend¬ 
ship  with  Lebanese 
Baptists  that  began  with 
the  arrival  of  the  first 
Southern  Baptists  in  1921. 

The  new  union  was  final¬ 
ized  about  a  month  before 
Witherall's  death. 

Southern  Baptists  and 
Lebanese  Baptists  pledged 
to  work  toward  three  goals: 
that  every  person  in 
Lebanon  should  hear  the 
Gospel,  that  every  home 
should  have  a  copy  of 
God's  Word,  and  that  every 
neighborhood  should  have 
its  own  church. 

"Today,  the  Baptist  com¬ 
munity  joins  again  the 
hands  of  its  mother  church, 
enjoying  the  richness,  the  mercy, 
goodness  of  its  eternal  Father, 

Lebanese  Baptist  official. 

That  "mother  church"  would  be  us  — 
Southern  Baptists  —  and  you  can  be 
assured  that  Lebanon  is  not  the  only  place 
the  world  where  a  small, 
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community  of  believers  looks  to 
in  achieving  victory  against  all  odds. 


struggling 
us  for  nelp 


Like  Bonnie  Witherall,  Southern 
Baptists  have  missionaries  who  are  willing 
to  answer  the  call  to  these  areas  at  the  risk 
of  their  lives.  They  depend  on  us  for  prayer 
support  and  financial  support.  Without 
our  commitment  to  both,  we  will  have 
failed  and  evil  will  prevail  after  all. 

May  that  never,  ever  be  said  of 
Mississippi  Baptists. 


The  year  was  1989.  1  was 
sitting  in  the  Sunday 
morning  worship  service  at 
Grace  Baptist  Church  in 
Zwedru,  Liberia,  West  Africa. 
Grace  was  the  mother  church  of 
the  19  village  churches  recently 
started  in  Grand  Gedeh  County. 

John  and  Joetta  Collins  were 
one  of  the  strong  families  in  the 
church.  Their  spiritual  growth 
was  one  of  our  greatest  joys. 

Two  of  the  Collins  chil¬ 
dren,  Vashti  and  Junior,  were 
home  for  the  weekend  from 
the  capital  city  of  Monrovia, 
where  they  attended  the  uni¬ 
versity.  They  were  to  provide 
the  special  music  for  tne  wor¬ 
ship  service,  and  we  looked 
forward  to  that  blessing. 

Vashti  announced  that  they 
would  be  singing  Blessed 
Redeemer.  Their  voices  blended 
beautifully,  as  always,  when 
they  began  the  first  verse.  As 
they  began  the  second  verse,  it 
was  as  if  a  dam  of  love  and 
emotions  suddenly  burst  from 
Vr.shti.  Her  voice  broke  and 
tears  began  to  stream  down  her 
face.  Through  her  tears  and  bro¬ 
kenness,  she  sang  with  Junior: 

Father,  forgive  them,  thus  did 
He  pray, 

E'en  while  His  life  blood  flowed 
fast  away; 

Praying  for  sinners  while  in 
such  woe, 

No  one  but  Jesus  ever  loved  so. 


Guest  Opinion: 

The  Lord  of 
Comfort  and  Hope 


By  Margaret  Fairburn,  member 
Lexie  Church,  Walthall  Association 


With  my  fellow  church 
members  that  morning,  I  felt 
the  depth  and  wonder  of  Jesus' 
love  and  worshipped  Him  as 
my  heart  was  wasned  through 
my  own  tears  of  brokenness. 

I  could  not  have  dreamed 
that,  two  years  later,  three  of 
the  Collins'  grandchildren 
would  be  singing  that  same 
special  music  for  tne  first  wor¬ 
ship  service  in  our  refugee 
church  in  Toulepleu,  Cote 
d'lvorie  (Ivory  Coast). 

The  Collins  and  their 
younger  children  had  joined 
thousands  of  Liberians  who 
fled  for  their  lives  during  the 
war  in  Monrovia.  They  suffered 
the  loss  of  all  things,  but  the 
Collins  family  provided  the 
nucleus  of  tbe  little  refugee 
church  in  Toulepleu. 

Blehsade,  JoJo,  and  Othello 
Collins  comprised  the  trio  for 
special  music  that  morning  as  I 
waited  to  bring  the  message. 
My  heart  was  deeply  moved  as 


JoJo  began  to  weep  on  the  sec¬ 
ond  verse,  the  same  words  that 
had  broken  Vashti  two  years 
earlier.  No  doubt  JoJo  was 
remembering  Vashti  and 
Junior,  and  wondering  when  he 
would  see  them  again. 

I  wept  as  I  too  experienced 
those  emotions,  but  I  thanked 
God  that  JoJo  and  others  there 
had  the  comfort  and  hope  of 
Jesus  in  their  hearts.  Through 
them,  others  would  also  experi¬ 
ence  that  hope. 

Repeatedly  as  we  found 
our  Baptist  refugees  scattered 
in  the  villages  along  the  bor¬ 
der,  my  missionary  co-worker 
Rachel  DuBard  and  I  remind¬ 
ed  them,  "We  know  you  have 
lost  everything  and  are 
dependent  on  relief  agencies 
for  food  and  shelter,  but  you 
have  not  lost  Jesus.  We  will 
start  churches  and  share  our 
Jesus  with  fellow  refugees. 
God  will  bless  us." 

Soon  we  were  teaching  and 
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baptizing  new  converts,  and 
small  mud  stick  church  build¬ 
ings  were  standing. 

Southern  Baptists  are  reach¬ 
ing  out  to  many  parts  of  our 
world  to  multituded  who  are 
suffering  the  loss  of  all  things, 
with  nothing  in  their  hearts  to 
give  hope  and  peace. 

Our  missionaries  are  in 
these  places  to  share  the  mes¬ 
sage  of  the  only  One  who  can 
bring  comfort  and  the  hope  of 
eternal  life. 

It  behooves  us  to  make  our 
churches  the  lifeline  channel  to 
support  them  through  our 
prayers,  our  volunteer  service, 
ana  sacrificial  giving. 

Here  in  the  middle  of  the 
emphasis  for  the  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Offering  for 
International  Missions,  let  us 
be  burdened  to  give  more  lib¬ 
erally  than  ever  before  by  set¬ 
ting  higher  goals  and  exceed¬ 
ing  those  goals. 

Our  greatest  joy  can  come 
as  we  look  outside  ourselves 
to  the  people  of  all  nations. 

Fairburn  is  a  retired  Inter¬ 
national  Mission  Board  missionary. 

The  Collins  family  was  eventual¬ 
ly  reunited,  but  John  died  of  a  strike 
shortly  thereafter  and  a  daughter 
passed  away  during  childbirth. 
Joetta  now  lives  in  the  United  States 
with  several  of  her  children  and 
randchildren,  but  longs  to  return 
tome  to  Liberia. 
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Looking  back 


Belarus  persecuting  'outlawed'  relig 

MINSK,  Belarus  (BP)  —  Patriarchate  of  the  Russian  opinion  in  deciding  which  reli-  I  All  seven 


ions 


opinion  in  deciding  which  reli-  I  All  seven  nations  — 
gious  communities  should  gain  Slovenia,  Lithuania,  Estonia, 
registration.  Keston  said  the  Latvia,  Bulgaria,  Romania,  and 
public  opinion  is  usually  Slovakia  —  were  members  of 
stirred  up  by  local  Orthodox  the  former  Soviet  Bloc, 
priests  wno  lobby  against  non-  Among  accounts  of  Soviet- 
Orthodox  religions.  like  behavior  Belarusians  have 

A  Hindu  couple  told  The  witnessed  within  the  country  in 
New  York  Times  that  in  the  recent  years,  a  woman  told  the 
past  four  months  they  have  Voice  of  America  that  her  hus- 
been  arrested  twice,  sent  to  band  and  another  man  van- 
jail  for  10  days,  and  fined  ished  from  a  Belarusian  city 

more  than  $1,000.  An  apart-  with  no  explanation.  The 
ment  they  help  rent  was  Lukashenko  government  has 
broken  into  and  vandal-  remained  silent  on  the  issue 
ized,  and  the  wife  was  except  to  claim  that  she  may 
severely  beaten  on  the  steps  have  killed  her  husband, 
of  their  apartment.  •  Since  Lukashensko's  election 

Six  of  tbe  couple's  friends  in  1994,  Belarus  has  become 
also  were  beaten  in  separate  one  of  the  poorest  and  most 
incidents.  The  Times  report-  internationally  isolated  of  the 
ed  Nov.  21.  Belarusian  police  former  Soviet  Republics,  VOA 
issued  alerts  that  the  couple  recounted  Nov.  22.  Lukashenko 
and  their  friends  are  crimi-  has  crushed  democracy,  human 
nals  when  in  fact  they  are  rights,  and  religious  freedom 
just  Hindus  practicing  their  within  Belarus. 


Reports  of  religious  persecution 
in  Belarus  are  surfacing  in  the 
wake  of  the  European  country's 
repressive  new  law  that  restricts 
religious  activity  under  the 
Aleksandr  Lukashenko  regime. 

Lukashenko  signed  the 
law  Oct.  31,  and  it  went  into 
effect  Nov.  16.  The  new  law: 

•  bans  unregistered  reli¬ 
gious  activity. 

•  requires  compulsory 
prior  censorship  for  all  reli¬ 
gious  literature. 

•  prohibits  foreign  citi¬ 
zens  from  leading  religious 
organizations. 

•  restricts  publishing  and 
education  to  faiths  that  have 
10  registered  communities. 

•  bars  all  but  occasional, 
small  religious  meetings  in 
private  homes. 

"[Belarus]  is  certainly 
Europe's  worst  religious 
repressor,  and  now  it  has 
Europe's  most  repressive  reli¬ 
gious  law,"  Nina  Shea,  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Center  for  Religious 
Freedom  at  Freedom  blouse 
in  Washington,  told 
CNSNews.com. 

"Belarus  is  the  one  state 
that  has  emerged  from  the  rub¬ 
ble  of  the  Soviet  Union  with  its  Lukashenko 


Orthodox  Church  prefened  by 
the  Lukashenko  regime, 
according  to  CNSNews.com. 

Neighbors  have  complained 
of  small  groups  meeting  in  pri- 
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move  from  another,  it  has 
dNANT  —  Aleksandr  lost  400  worshipers.  Most 
who  signed  Belarus'  members  stopped  attending 
repressive  mechanisms  intact,  repressive  religion  law,  leads  a  regime  for  fear  of  the  government.  In  1996,  the  electoral  parlia- 
including  its  KGB,"  Shea  said,  that  has  been  described  as  the  worst  The  Times  reported.  ment  was  disbanded  by  "extra- 

increased  persecution  preced-  throwback  to  the  days  of  repression  Further  persecution  constitutional  means,"  as 
ed  the  new  law,  and  observers  under  the  old  Soviet  system.  (BP  photo)  includes  Hindus  fined  for  phrased  by  Michael  Kozak, 

fear  it  will  only  worsen  under - meditating.  Baptists  fined  U.S.  ambassador  to  Belarus,  in 

the  legislation.  vate  homes  for  worship,  accord-  for  singing  hymns,  Protestants  the  VOA  report. 

In  August,  Lukashenko's  ing  to  Keston  News  Service,  prohibited  from  purchasing  Lukashensko  is  strongly 
government  bulldozed  a  newly  The  pastor  of  a  Pentecostal  property,  and  Catholics  banned  opposed  to  western  influence, 
constructed  church  as  parish-  churcn  in  Minsk  told  Keston  the  from  using  foreign  priests.  VOA  added,  and  is  believed  to 
ioners  were  preparing  for  its  complaining  began  after  the  Jews  have  suffered  firebomb  have  ties  to  another  anti-West 
consecration.  The  government  new  law  was  adopted.  attacks  on  synagogues,  and  a  dictator  —  Saddam  Hussein, 

claimed  the  church  was  a  Reports  also  suggest  that  government  publishing  house  According  to  VOA,  visits 
Christian  denomination  sepa-  Belarusian  authorities  have  published  a  book  considered  to  between  Belarus  and  Iraq 
rate  from  the  Moscow  already  implemented  public  be  anti-Semitic.  have  been  on  the  rise,  and 

i  _ ,  "Lukashenko  sees  any  evidence  is  mounting  that 

military  sales  are  increasing 
between  the  two  nations. 

In  1998,  United  Nations 
weapons  inspectors  said  they 
found  Belarusian  optical 
machinery  in  Iraqi  artillery 
factories. 

Earlier  this  year,  VOA  said, 
the  U.S.  State  Department 
accused  Minsk  of  training  Iraqi 
forces  to  use  antiaircraft  systems 
directed  at  shooting  down 
American  and  British  aircraft 
patrolling  no-fly  zones  over  Iraq. 
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Performances  return 

SEMINOLE,  Fla.  (BP)  —  It  took 


irsistence  and  prayer,  but 
the  84-voice  Seminole  High  School  Gospel  Choir  was  handed  a 
victory  Nov.  22  when  the  local  school  board  issued  new  guide¬ 
lines  allowing  the  choir  to  perform  at  events  held  in  churches. 
The  award-winning  choir  was  barred  from  performing  at  a 
community  wide  memorial  service  honoring  the  memories  of 
the  Sept.  11  terrorist  attacks  on  America.  "I  am  rejoicing," 
Jimmy  Dale  Patterson  told  the  Florida  Baptist  Witness. 
Patterson  is  pastor  of  Central  Church  in  Sanford,  Fla.,  where  the 
event  was  to  have  taken  place.  "God  used  his  people  to  bring 
resolution  to  this  injustice.  Not  only  his  people,  but  the  prayer 
of  his  people."  The  Sept.  11  memorial  service,  one  of  four  at 
Central  Church,  was  designed  to  honor  local  elected  public  offi¬ 
cials,  including  mayors,  judges  and  members  of  the  Seminole 
County  School  Board.  Matt  Staver,  president  of  Orlando-based 
Liberty  Counsel,  was  a  featured  speaker  at  the  well-attended 
event,  and  has  been  working  with  the  choir  to  develop  guide¬ 
lines  for  singing  at  "religious"  events.  Liberty  Counsel,  in  a 
response  to  the  action,  faxed  a  legal  opinion  outlining  three  fed¬ 
eral  court  of  appeals  cases  that  ruled  school  choirs  may  sing  reli¬ 
gious  songs,  and  that  barring  the  group  from  singing  at  a 
church  was  not  only  unconstitutional,  but  also  "imprudent"  in 
light  of  the  September  11  memorial.  In  a  Sept.  11  press  release, 
the  organization  had  said  they  were  considering  a  federal  law¬ 
suit.  The  recent  decision  came  after  a  Nov.  19  school  board 
meeting,  according  to  Staver,  when  a  number  of  parents  and 
clergy  expressed  support  for  the  choir.  "There  were  certain  peo¬ 
ple  within  the  administration  who  sought  to  ban  the  Gospel 
Choir  from  singing  at  religious  events,"  said  Staver,  in  the  Nov. 
22  release.  "Persistence  paid  off  in  this  case.  Once  the  matter 
came  to  the  board  with  broad  support  from  the  community,  the 
issue  was  finally  resolved.  I  am™,  mrilled  by  this  announcement 
as  we  approach  the  Christmas  season." 


The  Deck,  a  restaurant  in  Columbia,  and  First  Church,  Columbia,  team  up 
to  provide  a  distribution  point  for  free  24-Hour  Counselor  tapes  produced  by 
the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board.  The  tapes  feature  information  and  advice 
from  leading  Christian  counselors  on  a  variety  of  contemporary  issues. 


The  Brotherhood  of  Shiloh  Church,  Alcorn  Association,  leads  the  entire 
church  to  help  the  recent  flood  victims  in  an  area  around  Diaz,  Ark.  Shiloh 
sends  a  $500  gift  and  delivers  a  truckload  of  furniture,  food,  and  bedding  to 
the  stricken  area. 


Auber  J.  Wilds,  Baptist  Training  Union  Secretary  for  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board,  retires  after  35  years  of  service  in  that  position. 
He  is  succeeded  by  Kermit  King,  an  associate  in  the  South  Carolina 
Training  Union  Department. 
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Magazine  recognizes  purity  among  teens 


Among  True  Love  Waits  boosters  is 
President  Bush,  who  forwarded  a  letter  to 
students  at  a  TLW  rally  at  Wedgwood 
Baptist  Church  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  last 
February,  stating,  "Your  decision  to  remain 
sexually  abstinent  until  marriage  is  the 
dents  who...  have  decided  to  remain  chaste  right  choice.  Your  commitment  to  absti- 
nnHl  marriage,"  nence  from  now  until  you're  married 

Newsweek  says  of  "this  demonstrates  great  strength,  great  convic- 
wave  of  voung  adults...  a  tion  and  wisdom.  I  encourage  you  to 
•  'i'1  *’ Vt  new  counterculture,  one  actively  live  out  the  faith  and  principles 

clearly  at  odds  with  the  that  led  you  to  sign  the  abstinence  pledge." 

.  ,  •  VA  mainstream  media  and  To  back  up  his  words,  the  Bush  adminis- 

B?  use  of  sex  tration  plans  to  increase  federal  funding 

stings  and  for  abstinence  programs  by  nearly  a  third, 
duct."  to  $135  million  in  2003. 

eek  __  also  Teenagers  appear  to  be  taking  notice  of 
dges  *”  the  the  abstinence  message.  A  recent  Centers 
abstinence  for  Disease  Control  report  noted  that  the 
nt  has  been  number  of  high  school  students  who  said 
fostered  they've  never  had  sexual  intercourse  rose 
iral  conser-  by  nearly  10%  between  1991  and  2001. 
and  evan-  Newsweek  found  some  of  those  stu- 
i  c  a  1  dents  and  questioned  them  about  their 
ians."  decisions  to  abstain.  Some  said  religion 

ice  1993,  had  played  a  role  in  their  decision,  others 
f  e  W  a  y  said  it  hadn't, 
r  i  s  t  i  a  n  Lenee  Young,  a 
ources 

Southern  sexual  activity  was  not  the  best  option  for 
a-pkt  i  s  t  her  after  she  observed  the  behavior  of  so 
zntffc’ention  many  peers  who  did  not  choose  to  wait. 

a™  spon-  “V  . .  ‘ 

ored  a  yet,"  she  told  the  magazine.  "Sex  is  one  of 
worldwide  those  things  you  can't  miss  until  you  have  it." 
campaign  Last  summer.  Young  and  her  friends 
to  chal-  attended  a  Silver  Ring  Thing  in  Pittsburg,  a 
lenge  stu-  free  event  that  combined  music  videos  and 
o  choose  live  teen  comedy  sketches  with  messages 

_  _  ban  a  mil-  about  the  dangers  of  premarital  sex.  Teens 

^  lion  young  people  have  signed  True  can  purchase  a  silver  ring  and  a  Bible  for  $12, 
Love  Waits  covenant  cards,  which  state:  and  at  the  end  of  die  program,  they  recite  a 
"Believing  that  true  love  waits,  I  make  a  pledge  of  abstinence  and  put  on  their  rin$ 
commitment  to  God,  myself,  my  family,  Newsweek  said.  Then  they  have  a  bonri 
my  friends,  my  future  mate  and  my  and  dance  to  celebrate  their  decisions, 
future  children  to  be  sexually  abstinent  Latoya  Huggins,  an  18-year-old  living 
from  this  day  until  the  day  1  enter  a  bib-  a  rough  neighborhood  ‘ 
lical  marriage  relationship."  1  * 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP) 
are  choosing  virginity,  as  h 


More  teens 
lighted  in  a 
Newsweek 


myself,  my  family,  my  friends,  my  future 
mate,  ana  my  future  children  to  a  life¬ 
time  of  purity  including  sexual  absti¬ 
nence  from  this  day  until  the  day  I  enter 
a  biblical  marriage  relationship.' 

Meanwhile,  a  True  Love  Waits  pledge 
for  parents  states:  "Believing  that  true  love 
is  pure,  I  join  (insert  student's  name)  in 
committing  to  a  lifestyle  of  purity.  I  make  a 
commitment  to  God,  myself,  my  family, 
and  my  community  of  faith  to  abstain  from 
pornography,  impure  touching  and  con¬ 
versations,  and  sex  outside  a  biblical  mar¬ 
riage  relationship  from  this  day  forward." 

The  home-oriented  emphasis  can  help 
families  see  that  purity  in  lifestyle  goes 
19-year-old  college  stu-  beyond  teens  avoiding  sex;  it  applies  to 
of  dent  in  Atlanta,  decided  in  high  school  that  the  whole  family,  said  Jimmy  Hester, 

senior  director  in  LifeWay's  student  min¬ 
istry  publishing. 

In  connection  with  the  emphasis, 
I  feel  thatpart  of  me  hasn't  been  triggered  LifeWay  released  a  new  True  Love  Waits 

Goes  Home  Manual  in  October  for  use  by 
youth  ministers,  volunteer  leaders,  fami¬ 
lies  and  other  student  leaders. 

Christian  recording  artist  Rebecca  St. 
James  also  is  advocating  the  abstinence  mes¬ 
sage  in  a  new  book.  Wait  for  Me,  which  also 
was  the  title  of  one  of  her  recent  hit  songs. 

"In  eight  years  of  ministry,  never  has 
one  of  my  songs  evoked  as  much  response 
as  this  one,"  St.  James  told  LifeWayonline. 
"It  has  taught  me  we  all  need  encourage¬ 
ment  to  be  strong  in  purity;  not  just  in  our 
j  in  bodies,  but  in  our  hearts  and  lives  as  well." 
in  "New  Jersey,  told  To  St.  James,  "[TJhe  most  joyful,  beauti- 
Newsweek  that  peer  pressure  is  heavy  as  ful,  exciting  romance  is  the  one  that  is  pure." 


WHAT  Pd  \AJ6  "DO  WOW?  THIS  GUY 
SAYS  HIS  SPIRITUAL  GIFT  IS  . 

Straightening  out  PKeACHGRS 


A  KERNEL  fw  THfc 
GROOND- 
Akfl)  NEW  LIFE  WILL 
ABOUND  I  ** 


A  TROUBLED  CHURCH 
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Supremes  sweep  away  license  plate  appeal 


WASHINGTON  (BP  and  local 
reports)  —  The  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  has  cleared  the  way  for 
Louisiana  to  continue  to  sell  news] 
Choose  Life  auto  license  plates, 
which  is  good  news  as  well  for 
supporters  of  Mississippi's  new 
pro-life  license  plates. 

The  high  court  in  early 
December  rejected  an  appeal  by 
abortion-rignts  advocates, 
thereby  allowing  a  federal 
appeals  court  ruling  in  favor  of 
the  pro-life  plates  to  stand. 

A  1999  state  law  established 
the  specialty  plate,  which  fea¬ 
tures  the  words  Choose  Life 
and  depict  a  baby  in  a  blanket 
held  in  the  beak  of  a  pelican, 
Louisiana's  state  bird,  accord¬ 
ing  to  The  New  Orleans  Times- 
Picayune.  After  legal  delays,  the 
plate  went  on  sale  November  1, 
and  192  of  the  licenses  have 
been  sold  since  then.  The 
Times-Picayune  reported. 

Six  other  states  —  Alabama, 

Florida,  Hawaii,  Mississippi, 


Oklahoma,  and  South  Carolina 
—  have  approved  similar  pro¬ 
life  plates,  according  to  the 
Mississippi's  spe¬ 
cial  Choose  Life  plates  went  on 
sale  earlier  this  year. 

Louisiana's  Choose  Life 
plate  costs  $61 .50  for  two  years, 
in  addition  to  the  normal 
license  fee,  the  newspaper 
reported.  From  this  cost,  $25 
will  go  each  year  to  the  state  for 
distribution  to  organizations 
that  offer  abortion  alternatives, 
such  as  adoption  agencies  and 

crisis  pregnancy  centers,  _ 

according  to  the  report.  in  its  jurisdiction,  I 

Lee  Yancey,  consultant  for  overturned  that  deci- 1  ** 

the  Mississippi  Baptist  sion  earlier  this  year,  j 

Christian  Action  Commission,  The  appeals  court  |  I  *f*£e*\ 

said  the  Mississippi  Choose  ruled  tnat  the  abor- 
Life  license  plates  cost  $30  more  tion-rights  advocates  seek- 
than  regular  license  plates,  and  ing  to  bar  the  piates  did  not  tact  Yancey  at 

$24  of  that  fee  goes  to  the  have  standing  to  sue.  The  P.O.  Box  530,  Jacksi 

Choose  Life  Advisory  Times-Picayune  reported.  0530.  Telephone:  (6 

Committee,  which  determines  Although  pro-abortion  groups  or  toll-free  outside 

how  the  money  will  be  distrib-  in  Mississippi  complained  loudly  748-1651,  ext.  : 

uted  to  the  state's  crisis  preg-  about  legislators'  approval  of  the  lyancey@mbcb.org 


special  license  plates,  no  lawsuits 
have  yet  been  filed. 

For  more  information  on 
Mississippi's  Choose  Life  license 
- - - plates,  con- 


nancy  centers.  Yancey  is  a 
member  of  the  committee. 

The  Mississippi  Choose  Life 
license  plates  have  so  far 
raised  $32,040  for  the  ~ 
state's  crisis  pregnancy 
centers,  Yancey  said. 

In  2000,  a  federa 
judge  blocked 

Louisiana  from  issuing  _  ^ 
that  state's  Choose  Life 
plates.  The  U.S.  Fifth  mzM 
Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals  in  New 
Orleans,  which 

includes  Mississippi 


The  Gift  That  lasts! 


him,  became  a  point  of  delight 
late  in  the  evening.  •  \ 

I  also  saw  it  Tinthe  road.  In 
the  hustle  and  bustle  ^©f 
Christmas  shopping  traffic,  a 
sweet,  older  laay  was  trying 
to  get  through  the  traffic  ana 
across  two  lanes.  All  of  the 
traffic  stopped  and  waved  her 
on  through  so  she  could  get 
on  her  way.  Thoughtfulness! 
It  is  amazing  how  it  seems  to 
surface  around  the  time  of 
God’s  thoughtfulness  towards 
us  in  Christ.  Wouldn't  it  be 
wonderful  if  we  kept  it  up 
through  the  year? 

•  Awareness.  There  is 
something  about  Christmas 
that  raises  our  awareness  of 
the  Lord,  our  need  for  Him  in 
our  lives,  and  the  needs  of  oth¬ 
ers  around  us.  jesus  always 
had  His  sensors  in  tune  with 
all  of  the  needs  around  Him  — 
the  poor,  impoverished,  over¬ 
looked  people  of  His  day,  as 
well  as  the  empowered,  arro¬ 
gant,  and  ill-spirited.  Jesus 
was  aware  of  the  central,  basic 
need  in  their  life  of  a  relation¬ 
ship  with  God. 

Jesus  was  and  wants  us  to 
be  aware  of  the  people  who  are 
around  us  and  with  whom  we 
come  in  contact  —  aware  of 
.their  needs  and  hurts.  Jesus 
saw  them  and  He  saw  what 
could  be.  It  was  an  unaltered 
reality  in  His  life  upon  which 
He  continued  to  move  forward 
in  the  Father's  will.  Each  day 
was  an  awareness  of  the 
unfolding  plan  of  God  for  who 
He  was  and  who  He  would 
become.  His  first  spoken, 
recorded  words  were,  ’  i  must 


Christmas  gifts,  whether  for 
the  children  or  for  adults,  do  not 
seem  to  last  very  long.  Toys  for 
the  kids  are  anxiously 
unwrapped,  unboxed,  played 
with,  and  often  within  a  few 
hours,  am  discarded  as  ancient 
memories.  For  adults,  the  gift 
may  be  a  little  more  practical,  or 
at  least  more  durable,  and  be 
used  throughout  the  year,  or  the 
hunting  season,  or  the  meal 
preparations.  Still,  in  time,  they 
not  only  lose  their  luster,  they  are 
sometimes  not  even  used  at  all. 

For  those  who  may  have 
purchased  or  received  some 
piece  of  exercise  equipment,  all 
vou  need  do  is  look  around  and 
see  how  the  last  piece  of  exer¬ 
cise  equipment  is  being  used 
and  you  will  realize  where  the 
new  one  is  probably  headed. 
More  often  tnan  not,  if  it  has 
not  been  pushed  off  into  a  stor¬ 
age  area  or  garage,  it  has 
become  nothing  more  than 
another  clothes  hanger. 

Christmas  and  the 
Christmas  gift  is  much  more 
than  that  —  it  is  the  gift  that 
lasts!  In  fact,  it  is  the  gift  that 
lasts  forever.  "For  God  so  loved 
the  iwrld  that  lie  gain?  his  only 
begotten  son,  that  whosoever 
believeth  in  him  should  not  perish 
but  have  everlasting  life."  So, 
how  is  it  that  God  s  heavenly 
gift  of  abundant,  eternal,  and 
enormous  life  in  His  Son,  could 
so  quickly  have  been  forgotten 
—  crumpled  up,  like  a  piece  of 
wrapping  paper  and  thrown 
aside  so  easily  and  so  thought¬ 
lessly  after  the  holidays?  Can 
we  not  cherish,  enjoy,  and  live 
with  this  gift  every  day?  I 
believe  we  can.  How?  Bv  keep¬ 
ing  in  us,  before  us,  and  letting 
flow  through  us  what  Jesus 
brings  to  our  lives. 

Let  me  mention  just  four 
things  that  Christmas  is: 

•  U  pside-downness. 
Christmas  is  a  great  time  for 
vou  and  me  to  re-evaluate  life 


Christian  band 
turns  down 
movie  role 


lint  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


llv  accepted  some  of  those  kinds  of  experi- 
priority  of  ences  -  where  the  things  ot  true 
nd  the  signif-  wealth  and  worth  are  always 
and  material  kept  at  the  forefront  and  the 
;o  get  turned  things  of  temporal,  passing 
v  the  true  enjoyment,  are  kept  in  their 
n  the  midst  of  proper  place, 
ge,  somehow  •  Newness.  Christmas  is  a 
i  realize  that  time  of  newness.  We  celebrate 
Drought  about  the  coming  of  Jesus  in  the  dead 
hings  that  we  of  winter  when  the  grass  is 
lit  in  the  Lord  brown,  the  trees  are  bare,  the 
;elf.  skies  are  gray,  and  the  winds 

by  looking  in  are  cold.  In  the  midst  of  all  that, 
irv  from  Luke  the  atmosphere  is  filled  with 
list  of  charac-  song,  expectation,  and  joy.  It 
is  told,  and  it  springs  from  God's  wonderful 
Luke  arranges  intrusion  into  our  lives.  In 
reatest  to  the  Revelation,  when  the  Bible  says 
t  —  at  least  in  that  God  makes  all  things  new. 

Just  look  at  it  is  true!  At  Christmas,  He 
Augustus,  a  reminds  us  that  He  is  the  God 
a  governor;  of  ongoing,  wonderful  renewal, 
man;  Mary,  a  "Thoughtfulness.  I  suppose 
uld  not  have  one  thing  that  we  see  more 
ilue  except  in  often  than  any  other  aspect  of 
her  husband;  Christmas,  other  than  the  store 
A  baby  who  ads,  is  the  thoughtfulness  that 
the  least  invit-  people  have  one  for  another. 

;,  in  a  desolate  ust  this  Christmas  season  I 
ttle  stall.  have  both  seen  and  experienced 

k'hole  order  of  the  thoughtfulness  and  kind- 
versed  as  we  ness  that  people  express  for 
>y  as  the  most  each  other.  I  felt  it  the  other 
n  in  the  story  night  from  a  man.  We  were  both 
mother,  with  making  a  late  night  run  to  the 
e  Kingdom  of  grocery  store  and  as  we  stepped  be  about  my  father's  business 
g  in  the  com-  up  to  the  checkout  counter  at  Never  a  day  did  Jesus  deviat 
And  Joseph,  a  the  same  time,  we  both  said,  from  being  aware  of  living  or 
man,  is  better  "You  go  ahead.”  "No,  you  go  the  purpose  and  plan  of  Hi 
ovemor  of  the  ahead?7,  "No,  you."  Of  course,  in  Father.  That's  Christmas 
>  world  ruler,  the  time  that  we  spent  trying  to  That's  what  we  can  take,  ni 
s.  The  whole  get  each  other  to  cneck  out  first,  just  into  a  season,  but  into  th 
ters  is  turned  we  both  probably  could  have  days  that  are  before  us. 

checked  out.  Yet,  the  thought-  God  bless  you  and  have 
like  that  and  fulness  of  that  guy,  who  didn't  Merry,  Merry  Christmas  a 
,  day,  entails  know  me  and  I  didn't  know  year  fong! 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  IBP)  — 
The  Elms,  a  Christian  rock 
band,  has  turned  down  an 
opportunity  for  high-profile 
exposure  in  an  edgy  teen 
movie  because  of  the  film's 
controversial  content. 

The  young  Canadian  band 
members  were  tapped  to 
appear  in  a  film  starring  teen 
pop  singer  Mandy  Moore  and 
Macaulay  Culkin,  but  when  the 
band  read  the  script,  they 
decided  not  to  participate. 

The  movie,  entitled  Saved, 
essentially  pokes  fun  at  born- 
again  Christians.  Set  in  a 
Christian  high  school,  the 
film  is  about  a  girl  named 
Mary  who  becomes  pregnant 
after  sleeping  with  her  homo¬ 
sexual  boyfriend  in  an  unsuc¬ 
cessful  attempt  to  make  him 
straight,  according  to  canadi- 
anchristian.com.  Mary  is  then 
ostracized  by  most  of  her 
classmates  while  her  mother 
has  a  secret  adulterous  affair 
with  the  school's  pastor. 

"The  film,  in  our  estimation, 
wasn't  just  work  that  approached 
life  from  a  different  standpoint 
than  ours.  To  participate  in 
'Saved'  would've  been  asking  us 
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Baptist  College  News 


The  William  Carey  College  Mississippi  College  (MC),  Commencem 
Theatre  and  School  of  Music  Clinton,  selected  75  students  delivered  by 

_  for  inclusion  in  the  2003  edition  sor  of  econor 

of  Who's  Who  Among  Students  the  MBA  pi 
0k  1°  American  Colleges  and  School  of  f 

»  »  f  »  r  CT Universities,  a  publication  that  named  the  20 
|  '  »  .  is  reserved  for  outstanding  Professor  oft 

campus  leaders.  Lee  Royce, 

President  of  Mississippi  BellSouth 
College,  presented  the  hon-  BellSouth 
1  ORVS  vvith  certificates  during  a  Scholarship 

p.  special  program  in  Anderson  Mississippi 

'i4pL  *C 2sf i  1 1  o M ,  B.C.  Rogers,  on  Dec.  3.  Clinton,  in  ! 

4  ™  *  if  MC  is  gratel 

pf ^fSf  Mississippi  College  (MC),  their  sponso 

Clinton,  will  hold  the  TXvember  Scholarship 
2(X)2  graduation  commencement  fall.  Picture 
wKSIt/  ■  ceremonies  on  Dec.  20  at  7:00  Patsy  Tol 

p.m.  in  A.  E.  Wood  Coliseum,  Director  of 
MC.  Degrees  will  be  conferred  by  William  Me 
Lee  G.  Royce,  President  of  and  Tamek< 
Mississippi  College.  The  arship  recij 


Tolleson,  Morton,  Mabry,  McGriggs,  Royce,  &  Eduardo 


will  present  How  To  Eat 
Like  A  Child  And  Other 
Lessons  In  Not  Being  A 
Grown-up!  on  Dec.  19  and 
20  at  7  p.m.  at  the  Saenger 
Theatre,  Hattiesburg. 
Tickets  can  be  purchased  by 
calling  (601)  318-6221  begin¬ 
ning  Dec.  9  from  1-4  p.m. 


Pollard 

Mpgraphy 


M**c  Lewis,  Southaven,  IK- 
a  music  education  major  at 
William  Carey  College, 
recently  won  the  rfl 
Congressional  Award  Gold  kfl 
Medal  for  volunteering  900  Bjp| 
hours  of  his  time  to  commu- 
nity  service.  Congressman 
Chip  Pickering  presented  * 
the  award  to  Lewis  in 
September. 

Ronnie  Cottingham  will  be 
in  concert  at  Pine  Burr  Church, 
Columbia,  on  Dec.  22  at  5  p.m. 
For  more  information,  call  (601) 
736-8524,  or  (601)  736-2525. 


jACKSON,  Ms.  (Special)  — 
A  newly-published  biography 
of  Frank  Ballard,  retired  pastor 
of  First  Church,  Jackson,  is  now 
available  to  the  public.  Author 
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young  b 
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Mississippi  Baptist 

2003  Christian  Education  Clinics 


America.11 
Pittman  sai 


was  a  year-and-a*half  in  the 
making  and  indudes  exten¬ 
sive  interviews  with  Pollard, 
who  served  as  pastor  of  First 


Rocky  Creek  Church, 
Lucedale,  has  called  Q.  T. 
Curtis  as  Interim  Pastor. 
Curtis  was  pastor  of  Sage 
Avenue  Church,  Mobile,  Ala. 
for  28  years.  He  is  a  graduate 
of  Lenior-Ryne  College  in 
North  Carolina  and  New 
Orleans  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary.  He  has  also  pas- 
tored  Mexia  Church,  Mexia, 
Ala.  and  Southside  Church, 
Monroeville,  Ala. 


Church,  Jackson,  for  20  of  his 
47  years  in  the  ministry. 


Truett  Seminary  at  Baylor 
University  in  Waco,  Texas. 


Pollard  and  his  wife  jane  still 
make  their  home  in  Jackson. 

Pittman  retired  after  lead¬ 
ing  the  Mississippi  Economic 


Council  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  he  continues  to 
publish  three  newspapers  in 
the  Hattiesburg  area. 

The  260-page,  hardback 


February  8  -  Highland  Baptist  Church,  Meridian 
March  8  -  First  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 

These  clinics  are  for  Church  Weekday  Education  Teachers,  Christian  School  Teachers,  and 
home  educators.  Both  the  Mississippi  State  Department  of  Health  and  the 
Mississippi  Private  School  Association  accredit  these  clinics. 

Pre-registration  is  required.  Those  registersing  early  get  an  early  bird  special  rate  of 
$14  and  with  the  regular  fee  being  $16  each.  Registration  packets  can  be  secured 
from  the  Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry  Department  at 
1-800-748-1651,  or  by  e-mail  at  dhicks@mbcb.org. 


information,  contact  Pittman 
at  The  Times,  P.O.  Box  15, 
Hattiesburg,  MS  39402.  E- 


mail:  thetimesdtecinfo.com 
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Corece  Colvin  recently 
retired  after  37  years  of  ser¬ 
vice  as  church  clerk  at  Big 
Level  Church,  Wiggins. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  David 
Perry,  pastor,  and  Colvin. 

Calvary  Church,  Petal, 
ordained  Miller  Eichelberger 
into  the  ministry  on  Nov.  17. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  his 
wife  Leslie,  daughter  Zoe, 
Eichelberger,  and  Terrell 
Stringer,  pastor.  Eichelberger 
will  attend  New  Orleans 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary 
in  January. 


The  North  Delta  Baptist  Briar  Hill  Chinch,  Florence, 
Association  recently  present-  will  have  a  New  Year's  Sing  on 
ed  certificates  and  gifts  to  Dec.  31  from 
Ann  and  Hazel  Overstreet  8-12  p.m.  " 
for  20  years  of  service  in  the  featuring 
Ministry  Center.  Both  ladies  Testify, 
have  been  on  board  since  the  Monroe,  La.;  a 
beginning  of  the  Crisis  The 
Center  which  serves  families 
with  clothing  and  emer¬ 
gency  food.  The  ladies  are 
members  of  Cherry  Street 
Church,  Clarksdale. 

Pictured  (from  left)  are  Ann 
and  Hazel  Overstreet. 


Revelations;  p|TC 

Gospel 
Echos;  and 
Carolyn 
Norris.  For 

more  infor-  ■-  *. 

mation,  call  Wi  '  -  "  ‘i 

(601 )  932- 

First  Church,  Summit,  9337  or  (601)  ajfc, 

participated  in  Judgement  845-6843. 

Parkway  House  Oct.  30  and  31,  and  ticnemerger  ran 

Church,  Nov.  2  and  3.  The  script  por-  The  Senior  Adults  of 
Pascagoula,  trayed  a  school  shooting.  Woodland  Hills  Church, 
recently  Twenty  were  saved  and  30  Jackson,  went  on  a  mission  trip 
ordained  rededicated  their  lives,  to  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Dec.  2-6  to  work 
Bud  Pictures  from  the  event  may  in  a  processing  center  of 
O'Brien  as  be  viewed  at  www.fbcsum-  Samaritan's  Purse:  Operation 
a  deacon,  mit.org.  Visit  www. judge-  Christmas  Child.  They  inspected, 
Pictured  menthouse.org  for  inrorma-  sorted,  and  packed  shoeboxes 
(from  left)  tion  regarding  Judgement  that  were  shipped  to  children 
are  Curtis  House  participation.  overseas  in  over  90  countries. 

C  ■>  Hrit'n,  hi-.  V***  f 

son  Bam  'i f  'j  *-!,■. y** t  *> 

his  w'fe  ~  IfjL 

Hazel,  and  i^*|pSpS!e*fpj 

Murphy  cfT 

Young,  pas-  \  f> 


Perry  and  Colvin 


Jesus  Christ 


(Requests  the  Honor j 
of  Jour  (Presence  L 
inHeovm! 


Ann  and  Hazel  Overstreet 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following 
prayer  with  God  in  your  own 
words: 

1.  Lord,  1  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death. 

(/  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(/  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him.  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  Go#,  even  to  those 
who  believe  in  his  name  (John 
1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


Senior  Adults  of  Woodland  Hills  Church,  Jackson 


First  Church  Judgement  House,  Summit 


Curtis  Rinks,  Bud,  Barry,  &  Hazel  O'Brien  &  Murphy  Young 


SEEKING  TO  FILL  NEW  POSITION:  bi-vocational  minister  of  music.  Please 
Children's  Director,  Immanuel  Baptist  send  resumes:  c/o  Music  Search,  Calvary 
Church,  6949  Hwy  61  South,  Vicksburg,  Baptist  Church,  3139  Oak  Grove  Road, 

MS  39180,  contact  person:  Donnie  Hattiesburg,  MS  39402.  ^ _ 

Tedford  at  (601)  636-0482.  FULL-TIME  YOUTH  MINISTER  position 

THE  TRI-COUNTY  IS  SEEKING  AN  available  at  Center  Hill  Baptist  Church, 
Associate  Associational  Missions  Director  Hamilton,  Mississippi.  College  graduate 
to  assist  in  missions  involvement  and  edu-  with  musical  background  preferred.  Email 
cation  Resumes  may  be  sent  to  Tri-  resume  to  pastorcenterhill@telepak.net  or 
County  Baptist  Missions,  P.O.  Box  350,  mail  to:  P.O.  Box  59,  Hamilton,  MS  39746. 
Columbia,  MS  39429.  Resumes  will  be  THE  UNION  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  1628 
received  until  December  31,  2002.  W.  Union  Road,  Picayune,  Miss,  is  accept- 

UUTON  BAPTIST  CHURCH.  Starkville.  ina  resumes  for  Associate  Pastor/Youth  and 


Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 

Brentwood,  TN  ♦  Since  1953 

Church  Buses  ♦  Vans  ♦  New  &  Used 

We  buy  used  buses 

iSHSIBiS LifeWay  Discount 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet, 
Van  Winkle  and  steeples. 

Church 
Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Toll  Free 

1-800-821-7263 


Available  in  20'  to  37’  models 


www.carpenterbus.com 


(12  to  47  passengers,  New  <5  Used) 
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Bill  Hendricks, 
seminary  prof, 
dies  Dec.  8 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP) 
—  Funeral  services  for  William 
"Bill"  Hendricks,  age  73,  a  for¬ 
mer  professor  at  three  Southern 
Baptist  seminaries,  were  held 
Dec.  1 1  at  Broadway  Church  in 
Fort  Worth,  Texas. 

Hendricks  died  Dec.  8  in 
Fort  Worth,  where  he  had  been 
director  of  Baptist  studies  and  a 
theology  lecturer  at  Texas 
Christian  University's  Brite 
Divinity  School  after  retiring  as 
a  professor  of  theology  from 
Southern  Seminary  in 
Louisville.  Ky..  in  1 995. 

Earlier.  Hendricks  taught  at 
Golden  Gate  Seminary  in  Mill 
Valley,  Calif.,  and  at 
Southwestern  Seminary  in 
Fort  Worthy  He  was  the  author 
’oTeTgTft^Todks,  including  The 
Doctrine  of  Man^Who  Is 
lesus  Christ?;  A  Theology  for 
Children;  and  A  Theology  for 
Aging. 

He  earned  an  undergradu¬ 
ate  degree  from  Oklahoma 
Baptist  University,  master  of 
divinity  and  doctorate  in  the¬ 
ology  degrees  from 
Sou t h western  Sem i na ry,  and  a 
Ph.D.  from  the  University  of 
Chicago.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife  Lois  and  a  son,  John. 


No  BR  issue 
on  Dec.  26 

Due  to  postal  regulations  that 
limit  The  Baptist  Record  to  50 
issues  per  year,  there  will  be  no 
December  26  issue.  The  next  issue 
of  The  Baptist  Record  will  be 
dated  January  2,  2003. 

The  staff  of  The  Baptist 
Record  wishes  for  you  and  your 
loved  one  a  joyous  celebration 
of  the  birth  of  our  Savior  and  a 
happy  new  year. 


little  giant  MFG.  CO. 

BAPTISTRIES 

WATER  HEATERS  .W- 

STEEPLES  ill  — 

CROSSES  ^Tlll" 

I  Ulc  qi.mtcom 

Bo*  old  Orange  Texas  77630 

TOLL  FREE  1 -800-231 -fin.TA 


'James'  burial  box  receiving  a  closer  look 

TORONTO  (BP)  not  “  th  P  hmfKor  r\$  fact  _ _ ; l  i  «  ... 


TORONTO  (BP)  — 
Apparent  differences  in  the 
handwriting  in  the  inscription 
on  the  limestone  box  believed 
to  be  the  most  significant  bibli¬ 
cal  archeological  discovery 
since  the  Dead  Sea  Scrolls  have 
led  critics  to  suggest  that  the 
phrase  about  Jesus  could  have 
been  added  by  a  forger. 

The  inscription  appears  to  be 
written  in  two  different  hands, 
the  critics  say.  The  first  phrase, 
"James,  son  of  Joseph,"  was 
written  in  a  formal  script  while 
the  second,  "brother  of  Jesus," 
is  a  more  free-flowing  cursive 
style,  according  to  The  New 
York  Times  Dec.  3. 

Experts  discussed  the  validi¬ 
ty  of  the  inscription  at  a  confer¬ 
ence  of  biblical  and  archaeolog¬ 
ical  researchers  in  Toronto. 
Andre  Lemaire,  the  French  spe¬ 
cialist  in  Aramaic  who  first  pro¬ 
posed  the  inscription's  connec¬ 
tion  to  Jesus,  defended  its 
authenticity  at  the  conference. 

When  you  look  at  the  inscrip¬ 
tion,  there  are  not  two  parts,"  he 
said.  "In  the  second  part,  you 
also  have  formal  script.  Only  two 


not  the  brother  of  Jesus."  offered  his  experience  based  on 
According  to  the  Sun,  determining  if  a  malfunction  of 
Richardson  believes  the  sec-  an  airplane  part  occurred 
ond  phrase  was  added  some-  before  or  after  an  accident. 


•3>V  : 

letters  are  cursive  That' mix-  time  between  the  middle  ol 
ture  of  cursive  and  formal  script  the  first  century  and  the  early 
is  well-known  from  other  wrnnd  rpninr.; 


IS  IT  AUTHENTIC?  —  Called  "the  first-ever  archaeological 
discovery  to  corroborate  biblical  references  to  Jesus,"  a  lime¬ 
stone  box  that  may  have  carried  the  bones  of  James,  Jesus' 
brother,  has  prompted  questions  about  its  authenticity  (BP 
photo  courtesy  of  the  Biblical  Archaeology  Review) 

time  between  the  middle  of  According  to  The  Ti 


is  well-known  from  other 
inscriptions." 

Some  scholars  have  suggest¬ 
ed  that  the  second  part  of  the 
inscription  may  have  been 
added  during  the  Byzantine 
period  in  Jerusalem  when  pil¬ 
grims  coming  to  the  Holy  Land 
began  seeking  out  objects  relat¬ 
ed  to  Jesus  so  that  tnev  could 
venerate  them,  according  to  the 
Baltimore  Sun  Nov.  25. 

However,  Peter 

Richardson,  archaeologist 
and  professor  emeritus  at  the 
University  of  Toronto, 
explained  that  by  the 
Byzantine  period  James  was 
almost  universally  referred  to 
as  "the  brother  of  our  Lord," 


second  century  by  a  Christian 
community  that  knew  James, 
as  "a  reinforcement  of  the 
first  part  of  the  inscription, 
rather  than  a  forgery." 

P.  Kyle  McCarter  Jr.,  a 
noted  Johns  Hopkins 
University  expert  in  ancient 
Near  East  languages,  agreed. 

"It  is  possible  that  someone  in 
a  community  that  venerated 
James,  who  had  an  awareness  of 
this  ossuary,  perhaps  even  knew 
that  it  was  indeed  James  the 
brother  of  Jesus'  ossuarv,  simply 
wanted  to  make  it  explicit/" 
McCarter  said. 

Daniel  Eylon,  an  Israeli  engi¬ 
neering  professor  at  the 
University  of  Dayton  in  Ohio, 


According  to  The  Times,  he 
examined  photographs  of  the 
inscription  for  scratches  caused 
by  moving  the  box  against 
other  boxes  in  a  cave  or  in  the 
final  excavation. 

"The  inscription  would  be 
underneath  these  scratches  if  it 
had  been  on  the  box  at  the  time  of 


burial,  but  the  majority  of  this 
inscription  is  on  top  of  the 
scratches,"  Eylon  said.  "And  the 
sharpness  of  some  of  the  letters 
doesn't  look  right  —  sharp  edges 
do  not  last  2,000  years. " 

Hershel  Shanks,  editor  of 
Biblical  Archaeology  Review, 
the  magazine  that  first  pub¬ 
lished  news  of  the  bone  box, 
gave  two  reasons  the  inscrip¬ 
tion  is  not  a  forgery. 

"If  a  modem  forger  did  it, 
for  a  coimle  of  hundred  dollars 
he  could  get  a  blank  ossuary, 
and  it  would  be  a  dumb  forger 
who  doesn't  start  from  scratch 
so  the  writing  is  consistent,"  he 
said  in  an  interview  with  The 
Times.  "Also,  you've  got  to 
assume  the  forger  knows  how 
to  forge  patina  —  something 
not  known  by  others.  All  these 
things  are  possible,  but  extraor¬ 
dinarily  unlikely." 

The  patina  —  the  surface 
coating  from  aging  and 
weathering  —  on  tne  ossuary 
is  consistent  with  estimates 
that  the  box  is  about  2,000 
years  old,  according  to  geolo¬ 
gists  in  Israel  who  judged  the 
patina.  The  Times  reported. 
The  geologists  also  said  thev 
detected  no  signs  of  later  tam¬ 
pering  with  the  inscription. 

The  limestone  box  is  sched¬ 
uled  to  return  to  Israel  at  the  con¬ 
clusion  of  its  exhibition  at  the 
Royal  Ontario  Museum  in 
Toronto  at  the  end  of  December. 
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AAA  CONTAINERS  LLC-  FOR  saif  Greenwood,  MS  38930. 
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Rex  Yancey.  Send  $11.00  to:  Dr  Rex  ‘  l*n,s/minute,  6-second  billing,  toll- 
Yancey,  902  Live  Oak  Street  free  736-7869. 

Pascagoula,  MS  39567.  www. covenantphoneservice.com  - 

Agent  opportunity  available. 
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Family  Bible  Stlfdy 

Sending  the  Savior 

Luke  2:8-20 


By  Shirley  Stout 


At  the  time  of  Jesus'  birth 
throngs  of  people  were  in 
Bethlenem  to  register  for  the 
census.  This  preoccupied, 
milling  crowd  did  not  even 
notice  the  most  important 
event  of  all  history  -  the  birth 
of  Christ.  Also  today  preoc¬ 
cupied,  milling  crowds  seem 
not  to  notice  the  "reason  for 
the  season."  Maybe  it  is  time 
for  Christians  to  reevaluate 
what  Christmas  means  and 
how  it  should  and  could  be 
celebrated. 

To  fulfill  the  prophecy  of 
Micah  5:2  that  the  Messian  be 
bom  in  Bethlehem,  God  used  a 
pagan  emperor.  Octavius  Caesar 
commanded  that  each  head  of 
household  return  to  his  ancestral 
hometown  for  census  registra¬ 
tion.  As  a  descendant  of  David, 
Joseph  returned  to  Bethlehem. 
Mary  accompanied  him.  While 


they  were  in  Bethlehem, 

Jesus  was  bom  in  a 
humble  place  with  a 

common  reeding  trough  ~  ,  they  and. others  ne 

for  a  crib.  Jesus’  her-  atougn  a  savior  This  m< 
itage  as  a  descendant  of  David,  was  indeed  good  news! 

His  virgin  birth,  and  His  humble  universality  of  this  good 
beginning  fulfilled  prophecy  was  emphasized  by  its 
recorded  m  Isaiah  7, 9, 11,  and  53.  announced  first  to  shep 
Earthly  rulers  came  with  brava-  social  outcasts  in  that  da 
do  and  military  might,  but  our  by  its  being  for  all  pi 
Eternal  Savior  came  as  a  tiny  Gentiles  as  well  as  Jews, 
baby.  The  power  and  reign  of  A  heavenly  host  sud 
earthly  rulers  has  always  been  appeared  with  the  angel.  They 
temporary,  but  Jesus'  power  and  gave  an  appropriate  response 
glory  is  eternal.  to  God's  gift  -  joyful  praise. 

Prior  to  Jesus'  birth,  only  a  They  presented  the  first  hal- 
few  people  knew  that  God  had  lelujah  chorus  to  welcome 
set  in  motion  His  plan  to  send  earth's  new  King.  We  also 
Jesus,  the  Messiah.  When  Jesus  should  give  praise  for  the  peace 
was  bom,  only  Mary  and  God  sent.  God  will  give  peace 
Joseph  knew  of  the  event.  Luke  to  those  who  accept  the  salva- 
tells  us  of  the  first  public  tion  He  offers  through  Jesus, 
announcement,  a  spectacular  Though  he  was  pagan,  the 
event,  to  a  group  of  lowly  shep-  writer  Epictetus  expressed  the 
herds.  An  angel  accompanied^  Heed.idr  the  type  or  peace  that 
by  a  manifestation  of  the  Lord"  only  God  dyrgive:  " vVhile  the 


brought  the  joyful  mes¬ 
sage  that  the  Lord  had 
gifted  them  and  all  oth¬ 
ers  with  a  Savior. 
Though  the  shepherds 
were  frightened  at  first, 
they  realized  that  the 
message  was  indeed 
from  the  Lord  and  that 
the  Lord  had  sent  what 
,  they  and.  others  needed  - 

a  Savior.  This  message 
was  indeed  good  news!  The 
universality  of  this  good  news 
was  emphasized  by  its  being 
announced  first  to  shepherds, 
social  outcasts  in  that  day,  and 
by  its  being  for  all  people, 
Gientiles  as  well  as  Jews. 

A  heavenly  host  suddenly 
appeared  with  the  angel.  They 


emperor  may  give  peace  from 
war  on  land  and  sea,  he  is 
unable  to  give  peace  from  pas¬ 
sion,  grief,  ana  envy.  He  can¬ 
not  give  peace  of  heart,  for 
which  man  yearns  more  than 
even  for  outward  peace.”  Jesus 
came  as  our  ambassador  of 
peace  and  goodwill.  As 
Christians  we  need  to  emulate 
His  example.  We  nepd  to 
spread  goodwill  by  dropping 
our  prejudices  and  by  reaching 
out  to  others.  We  need  to  wrap 
our  Christmas  in  goodwill  and 
praise.  During  this  Christmas 
season,  we  can  praise  God  in 
different  ways.  We  can  estab¬ 
lish  family  traditions  of  praise, 
sing  carols,  pray,  study  our 
Bible,  give  to  missions,  aid  the 
needy,  and  visit  the  lonely. 

Angels  and  a  heavenly  light 
were  spectacular  sights.  It  was 
the  first  time  the  shepherds  had 
seen  anything  like  the  light  that 
manifested  the  glory  of  the 
Lord.  This  miraculous  sight 
and  the  joyful  message  had  the 
intended  effect  on  these  shep¬ 
herds.  They  responded  as  most 
humans  would.  They  rushed 
to  see  the  divine  baby.  Then 
they  told  everyone  they  saw 


about  their  experience.  Thev 
wanted  to  share  the  gospel. 
Some  believed  the  shepherds, 
some  were  skeptical,  and  oth¬ 
ers  were  amazed.  Eventually 
the  shepherds  probably 
returned  to  their  jobs:  however, 
they  were  changed.  No  one  can 
accept  Christ  and  remain  the 
same.  Today  people  respond  in 
similar  fashion.  Some  believe 
Jesus  was  merely  a  great  leader. 
Christians,  however,  realize 
that  Jesus'  birth  was  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  miraculous  salva¬ 
tion  plan  God  provided.  Jesus 
is  inaeed  the  Messiah!  We  need 
to  spread  that  news. 

Let's  not  be  guilty  of  cele¬ 
brating  Christmas  as  if  Christ 
never  came.  There  is  nothing 
more  glorious  at  Christmas 
than  praise.  Let's  emulate  the 
shepherds.  We  can  celebrate 
Christmas  with  joy  and  praise 
for  God  who  gave  us  the  great¬ 
est  Christmas  present  ever. 
Let's  keep  Christ  in  Christmas. 
If  Christians  do  not  keep  Christ 
in  Christmas,  how  can  we 
expect  anyone  else  to  do  so? 

Stough  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Picayune. 


Explore  the  Bible* 

Christ  Has  Come 


Luke  221-38 


Don  Wilson 


to  two 
Being  j 
Mary  anc 


years 

;ood 


to  two  years  old). 

Being  good  Jews, 

Two  of  the  most  overlooked  Mary  ana  Joseph  had  Wilson 
persons  involved  in  the  some  necessary  tasks  to 
Christmas  story  are  the  subjects  fulfill.  They  first  had  to  have  the  tl 
of  today's  lesson  in  spite  of  the  baby  circumcised  and  to  give  ft 
fact  that  they  appear  in  the  Him  a  name.  Naming  was  not  b 
same  chapter  as  tne  bulk  of  the  difficult  since  both  Mary  and  S 
information  in  the  Gospel  Joseph  had  direct  instructions  in  & 
accounts.  Christmas  material  the  birth  announcement  they  u 
can  be  divided  into  four  received  from  the  angel:  "His  S 
groups:  prophecies  related  to  name  shall  be  called  JESUS J —  p 
the  coming  Messiah,  events  Jehovah  saves."  The  name  b 
occurring  prior  to  the  birth  of  referred  to  His  reason  for  being  p 
Jesus  (conception),  the  actual  there  in  the  first  place.  Jehovah  F 
birth  accounts,  and  the  events  had  indeed  come  to  save  His  h 
that  follow  the  birth.  The  first  people  from  sin.  y 

and  only  mention  of  Simeon  Circumcision  was  an  impor-  "I 
and  Anna  in  the  New  tant  event,  but  the  presentation  V 
Testament  is  one  of  the  most  of  the  offering  after  the  days  of  Ji 
important  after-birth  events.  purification  (prescribed  in  li 

Jesus  was  eight  days  old.  He  Lev  iticus  12:2-8)  was  eaually  tl 
was  still  tiny,  not  eating  much,  important.  The  required  thirty-  F 
and  still  keeping  Mary  and  three  day  waiting  period  was  tl 
Joseph  awake  at  night  (well,  at  over  and  Mary  and  Joseph  s 
least  Mom  got  up.  I'm  sure),  were  on  the  way  to  Jerusalem.  I  v 
Thev  were  ready  to  leave  the  sta-  wonder  if  they  could  have  ever 
ble  of  Bethlehem  where  the  been  ready  for  what  they  were  S 
shepherds  had  encountered  this  about  to  hear  this  day.  Two  lit-  ii 
one  who  "would  save  them  from  tie-known  people  showed  up  S 
their  sins."  Apparently  the  magi  < that. day  and  it  was  no  coinci-  p 
from  the  east  had  made  their  dence.  Each  of  them  had  a  spe- 
appearance  and  worshipped  the  cific  message  to  proclaim  that  t 
newborn  King  (though  some  could  not  be  muzzled, 
think  the  family  stayed  in  I.  SIMEON-A  MAN  WITH  A 
Bethlehem  until  Jesus  was  close  PROMISE  (Luke  2:21-35) 


The  introduction  is  not 
long,  but  it  does  give  a 
glimpse  into  the  heart  of  a 
man  who  loved  God 
deeply.  Simeon  was  just 
ana  clevout.  That  simply 
means  that  he  was  a  right¬ 
eous  man  and  devoted  to 
his  God.  He  was  waiting 
for  the  "consolation-  of 
Israel"  (verse  25).  Some 
n  contend  that  this  refers  to 
the  actual  deliverance  of  Israel 
from  die  tyranny  of  the  Romans, 
but  the  blessing  that  comes  from 
Simeon's  mourn  focuses  on  the 
salvation  the  coming  Messiah 
would  provide.  However, 
Simeon  was  so  tuned  in  to  God's 
plan  for  saving  His  people 
Decause  of  the  presence  and 
power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  upon 
Him.  It  was  the  Holy  Spirit  who 
had  revealed  to  Simeon  that  he 
would  not  die  until  he  had  seen 
"the  Lord's  Christ"  (verse  26). 
What  an  awesome  revelation! 
Just  think  about  it.  This  man  was 
living  everv  day  as  if  it  would  be 
the  aay  he  bumped  into  Messiah. 
He  must  have  closely  examined 
the  face  of  everyone  he  met  on  the 
street  in  search  of  the  One  who 
would  sav  e  him  from  his  sin. 

The  Holy  Spirit  was  upon 
Simeon,  but  He  also  was  lead¬ 
ing  him.  He  came  "by  the 
Spirit"  (verse  27)  into  the  tem¬ 
ple.  I  am  sure  that  many  of 
Simeon's  days  were  spent 
there  in  the  temple.  He  had 
watched  sacrifices  offered 
before.  He  had  seen  people 
come  and  go  before,  but  this 


day  something  (really  some¬ 
one)  was  driving  him  there. 
He  could  not  explain  it,  but  for 
some  reason  he  was  com¬ 
pelled  to  get  to  the  temple. 
Driven  by  this  sense  of 
urgency,  Simeon  hurriedly 
made  nis  way  through  the 
streets  to  the  temple.  Then  he 
saw  Him.  Instantly  he  knew 
it.  He  wasn't  sure  if  He  would 
be  an  old,  middle-aged,  or 
young  man,  but  when  he  saw 
this  Baby,  He  knew  who  He 
was.  Imagine  the  cold  chills 
that  jiggle  his  spine  as  he 
touches,  then  holds  the  Savior 
of  the  world,  and  listen  to  the 
baby's  name  —  Jesus.  Wow! 
Goa  Himself  could  not  have 
picked  a  more  appropriate 
name  because  He  aid  indeed 
come  to  save  His  people  from 
their  sins.  In  awe  Simeon 
holds  this  baby,  unable  to 
speak,  and  then  suddenly, 
almost  miraculously,  speaks. 
All  activity  stopped. 
Everyone  listened  as  this 
unknown  man  spoke.  His 
blessing  was  about  the  peace 
that  Simeon  himself  had 
because  the  promise  that  the 
Spirit  had  made  was  now  ful¬ 
filled  before  His  very  eyes. 
His  message  was  about  a  pre¬ 
pared  salvation.  The  plan  was 
no  new  concoction  from  the 
mind  of  God.  It  was  His  plan 
of  the  ages.  At  the  righWtime 
God  would  bring  salvation  to 
man  apart  from  works.  Now 
God's  plan  began  to  unfold  as 
Messian  had  finally  arrived. 


His  blessing  was  about  God’s 
great  Light  that  had  entered 
the  world  to  illuminate  God's 
way  of  salvation. 

II.  ANNA-A  WOMAN  OF 
GRATITUDE  (Luke  2:36-38) 

An  aged  woman  arrived  and 
listened  to  Simeon's  blessing. 
She  had  been  married  for  seven 
years  before  her  husband  died 
and  had  lived  eighty-four  years 
since.  Ninety-one  years  had 
passed  since  she  married.  She 
never  left  the  temple,  but  fasted 
and  prayed  night  and  day. 
Simeon  was  right.  She  knew  it 
instantly.  This  was  Messiah. 
God  had  sent  the  Savior.  So 
thanks  erupted  from  her  lips. 
She  could  restrain  it  no  more. 
Then  Anna,  too,  proclaimed 
Jesus  to  those  who  were  looking 
for  redemption.  This  baby  was 
the  way  that  God  was  providing 
hope  and  peace  to  a  world  that  is 
more  concerned  about  stuff  than 
it  is  about  spiritual  things. 

Two  individuals.  Two  gen¬ 
ders.  Two  generations.  Two 
sinners.  One  unique  thread 
held  them  together.  He  was  a 
tiny  baby.  His  name  is  Jesus 
and  He  came  to  save  people 
from  their  sin.  He  is  "a  child 
destined  for  the  rise  and  fall  of 
many  in  Israel  and  a  sign  which 
will  be  spoken  against"  (verse 
34).  Without  Him  men  have 
no  hope  and  no  peace  in  their 
hearts.  But  He  has  come! 
Messiah  has  come! 

Wilson  is  pastor  of  Pleasant 
Ridge  Church,  Dumas. 
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Family  Bible  Study 

Leading  to  Worship 

Matthew  2:1-12 


By  Shirley  Stough 


In  many  churches  a  source  of 
controversy  evolves  around  the 
style  of  worship.  Some  prefer  a 
traditional  style  while  others  find 
a  contemporary  style  more  wor¬ 
shipful.  What  we  leam  from  the 
Bible  about  worship  focuses  on 
the  right  way  to  worship,  not  on 
style.  Our  attitude  toward  God  is 
the  key  to  meaningful  worship. 
Matthews  account  of  the  Wise 
Men’s  visit  to  worship  the  Christ 
child  point  out  several  character¬ 
istics  of  true  worship. 

The  Wise  Men  were  educated 
Gentiles  who  were  experts  in  nat¬ 
ural  sciences,  especially  astrono¬ 
my  and/or  astrology.  At  this 
time  historians  wrote  that  a  king 
would  come  out  of  Israel.  When 
the  Wise  Men  saw  the  unusual 
star,  they  followed  it,  believing  it 
to  be  a  sign  of  the  new  king's 


background  and  did  not 
know  the  significance  of 
Kins 


king  of  the  Jews.  Herod 
knew  nothing  about  die 
birth  of  this  baby  nor 
about  the  prophecy  of  the 
baby.  Herod's  scribes  and 
priests  told  him  of  the 
prophecies  concerning 
the  promised  Messiah. 
Prophecy  pointed  to 

_ Bethlehem  as  the  birth- 

Stough  Place  A  paranoid, 
wicked  man,  Herod 
the  would  suffer  no  threat  to  his 


this  new  ~king,  their 
motivation  to  worship 
him  was  sincere.  They 

wanted  to  acknowledge  uucai  l(J  1U3 

worth  and  value  of  this  king.  The  throne.  Therefore,  he  cleverly 
distance  that  they  had  to  travel  planned  a  deceptive  solution.  He 
fromPersia  to  Jerusalem  and  the  asked  the  Wise  Men  to  go  to 


effort  that  they  expended  to 
locate  Him  did  not  matter.  Their 
efforts  were  surely  blessed 
because  Christ  always  makes 
Himself  known  to  those  who  sin¬ 
cerely  seek  Him.  Seeking  an 
opportunity  to  worship  is  an 


— —  —  I  IV/ 

Bethlehem  and  inform  him  when 
they  found  this  child  so  that  he 
could  worship  him.  Herod's  real 
motive  was  to  murder  the  child, 
thus  removing  a  rival  to  his  posi¬ 
tion.  Herod  is  an  example  of 
those  who  reject  Jesus  by  setting 


x  x - j  '  —  ..  w  mi i  uiujv  »» i iv»  itjvv i  jcolo  vjy  gciuilu 

important  trait  of  true  worship.  It  selfish  priorities.  They  are  hypo- 
is  ironic  that  pagans  expended  so  critical  and  attend  worship  ser- 
snip  Jesus  vices  to  impress  others  or  to. 

enhance  careers  or  reputations. 
The  scribes  and  priests  who  told 
Herod  about  the  prophecies  rep¬ 
resent  people  who  know  the 
scriptures  but  make  no  effort  to 

1 _  TL-: _ t'  _ 


much  effort  to  worship  Jesus 
while  so  many  Christians  use  any 
excuse  to  miss  a  worship  service. 
Since  the  Wise  Men  were  look- 

:of 
id 


h?r+h  Aifhlgn  h  m  JT  kin8  S  ^  would  be  Jerusalem.  They  worship  Jesus.  Their  motivation 
birth.  Although  they  had  a  pagan  went  to  see  Herod,  the  appointed  to  attend  church  services  may 
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A  Faithful  Life 


John  15:18-25;  16:1-4 


By  Don  Wilson 


Cess  than  ten  years  ago  an 
American  journalist  inter¬ 
viewed  some  children  from  a 
Sunday  School  in  Sudan. 
Many  of  the  family  members  of 
these  children  had  been-  killed 
when  Arab  Muslims  raided 
their  village  and  slaughtered 
Christians.  The  interviewer 
asked  the  children  if  they 
would  turn  to  Islam  or  would 
they  be  willing  to  die  for 
Christ?  Their  response  was: 

We  will  remain  Christians 
because  this  is  the  truth."  (from 
Jesus  Freaks).  Jesus  spoke  to 
His  disciples  about  suffering 
and  persecution  as  if  it  would 
be  reality  for  them.  They 
endured  and  were  faithful. 
Our  times  have  changed,  but 
Christians  still  suffer  in  our 
world.  Jesus'  words  still  apply. 

I.  HATED  BECAUSE  OF 
WHERE  YOU  ARE  (John 
15:18-19a) 


Wilson 


One  would  think 
that  the  message  that 
Jesus  had  proclaimed 
about  Himself  and  the 
need  of  people  to  allow  Him 
to  supernaturally  bring  them 
into  relationship  with  God 
Himself  would  have  been  a 
message  that  was  instantly 
accepted  and  never  opposed. 
Yet  the  words  of  Jesus  were 
constantly  under  attack  and 
they  still  are. 

First,  the  world  is  hostile 
because  of  where  you  are 
(verse  19).  If  believers  were 
of  the  world''  the  world 
would  accept  them  and  love 
them,  but  because  they  are 
not  of  the  world,  the  world 
hates  them.  A  life  of  commit¬ 
ment  to  Jesus  is  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  lay  the  world's  sys¬ 
tem  down  and  follow  God's 
way  of  thinking. 

H.  HATED  BECAUSE  OF 
WHOSE  YOU  ARE  (John 
15:19b-20) 


services  may 

A  second  reason  that 
the  world  hates  those  who 
follow  Jesus  is  because  of 
whose  you  are.  The  rea¬ 
son  these  followers  are 
not  of  the  world  is 
because  Jesus  actually 
chose  them  out  of  the 
world.  He  snatched  them 
up  out  of  the  middle  of  a 
world  hostile  toward  Him. 
They  were  once  part  of  it,  but 
now  want  nothing  to  do  with  it. 
The  hostility  of  the  godless  world 
in  which  we  live  is  one  proof  that 
we  are  not  of  the  world  and 
belong  to  Christ. 

Servants  can  be  no  greater 
than  the  masters  they  serve 
(verse  20).  Jesus  applied  it  to 
this  theme  of  hostility.  The 
world  has  persecuted  Him,  so 
you  can  expect  it  to  persecute 
you.  Followers  of  Jesus  have  a 
Master-servant  *  relationship 
with  Him  that  will  inevitably 
lead  to  suffering. 

III.  HATED  BECAUSE  OF 
WHO  THEY  DO  NOT  KNOW 
0ohn  15:21) 

The  world  hates  followers 
of  Jesus  because  of  who  they 
do  not  know.  The  world  does 
not  know  God.  The  same 
message  you  have  heard 


have  become  a  sense  of  duty. 
Christians  need  to  avoid  pretense 
in  worship.  Meaningful  worship 
must  be  sincere  worship. 

When  the  Wise  Men  left 
Herod,  the  star  suddenly  reap¬ 
peared  and  began  to  move.  They 
followed  it  to  the  house  where  it 
stopped.  The  Wise  Men  were 
overjoyed.  We  should  feel  this 
same  emotion  when  we  worship. 
Joy  should  be  a  part  of  all  our 
worship  experiences  because  it  is 
a  characteristic  of  sincere  wor¬ 
ship.  The  Wise  Men  had  found 
the  child.  No  obstacle  had  kept 
them  from  their  goal  —  to  wor¬ 
ship  the  new  king.  When  they 
saw  the  child,  they  bowed  and 
worshiped  him.  Their  action 
indicated  their  recognition  of  his 
deity.  To  bow  the  knee  is  to  show 
reverent  devotion.  Such  reverent 
devotion  is  an  important  charac¬ 
teristic  of  sincere  worship. 

Filled  with  devotion,  the  Wise 
Men  offered  gifts  to  the  Holy 
Child.  The  gifts  they  offered 
were  regal  gifts  —  gold,  frankin¬ 
cense,  and  myrrh.  The  gifts  of 
precious,  valuable  metal,  fra¬ 
grant  spice,  and  sweet  perfume 
were  appropriate  to  show.devo- 


before  in  the  book  of  John 
rings  out  again.  It  is  the 
Father  who  sent  Jesus.  It  was 
the  works  God  did  that  Jesus 
did.  The  Father  sent  Jesus 
and  Jesus,  in  turn,  fulfilled 
His  mission. 

The  reason  a  godless  world 
acts  in  hostility  is  evidence  of 
their  ignorance  of  God,  but 
hostility  is  also  a  result  of 
their  ignorance.  If  Jesus  had 
not  come  and  .  spoken  the 
world  would  have  no  sin 
(verse  22),  but  He  did  come, 
they  did  sin,  and  cannot 
excuse  that  sin.  If  Jesus  had 
not  come  and  done  unique 
works  among  them,  they 
would  have  had  no  sin  (verse 
24),  but  He  did  do  unique 
works,  they  did  sin,  they  did 
see  both  Jesus  and  God,  and 
they  did  hate  both  of  them. 
Their  hostility  toward  God 
and  those  who  follow  Him 
was  not  a  result  of  a  lack  of 
information,  but  a  sinful 
refusal  to  trust  the  One  of 
whom  the  information  spoke. 
They  heard  enough  and  saw 
enough,  but  chose  to  ignore  it. 

The  opening  verses  of  John 
16  conclude  this  section  about 
persecution  and  actually  tell 


tion.  Appropriate  giving  is  an 
important  characteristic  of  true 
worship.  When  we  love,  we 
give.  At  this  time  of  year  we  can 

Sve  a  contribution  to  the  Lottie 
oon  Christmas  offering.  What 
better  way  to  show  devotion  to 
Christ  than  through  a  gift  that 
fulfills  the  Great  Commission. 

In  a  dream  God  warned  the 
Wise  Men  not  to  return  to 
Herod  with  information  about 
the  Christ  Child.  They  took  a 
risk  in  disobeying  the  ruthless 
Herod,  but  they  were  sensitive 
and  obedient  to  God's  leader¬ 
ship  and  went  home  by  anoth¬ 
er  route.  Sensitivity  and  obedi¬ 
ence  to  God  are  characteristics 
of  sincere  worship. 

As  we  end  2002,  why  not  con¬ 
sider  how  we  can  be  more  faith¬ 
ful  in  worship  and  service  to  God 
during  20037  We  would  do  well 
to  follow  the  example  of  the  Wise 
Men  who  let  no  obstacle  keep 
them  from  sincere  worship  of  the 
Messiah.  They  joyfully  and  rev¬ 
erently  expressed  their  devotion 
obedience. 


and 


Stough  is  a  member  of  First 
Church ,  Picayune. 

the  reason  Jesus  felt  it  neces¬ 
sary  to  bring  up  the  subject. 

First,  He  recognizea  that 
many  might  stumble  when 
faced  with  harsh  hostility 
(verse  1).  Putting  them  out  of 
the  synagogue  was  a  means 
of  excommunicating  Jews 
who  followed  Christ.  It  was 
done  as  early  as  John  9,  but 
would  become  an  everyday 
occurrence  later.  You  need  to 
be  prepared  for  that  kind  of 
hostility  against  you  or,  when 
it  comes,  you  will  stumble. 

Second,  Jesus  knew  that 
these  followers  would  need 
something  to  jog  their  memo¬ 
ry  when  times  of  persecution 
became  reality  (vei'Slf*  4). 
These  words  about  persecu¬ 
tion  would  continue  reverber¬ 
ating  in  their  ears  and  ours, 
so  that  when  it  comes  we  will 
remember  our  union  with 
Him  in  suffering  and  will 
prove  to  a  watching  world 
where  we  are  (in  another 
world),  whose  we  are  (Jesus 
chose  us  out  of  this  world), 
and  who  we  know  (The 
Father  and  Jesus). 

Wilson  is  pastor  of  Pleasant 
Ridge  Church,  Dumas. 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news 


All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing, 
and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  crop- 

Eing.  News  items  and/or  photographs  can 
e  published  one  time  only.  Deadline  for 
submitting  news  is  one  week  prior  to 
requested  publication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 
Requests  to  return  photographs  must  be 
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George  Clark  McKee 
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Ethel  B.  McKinley 
A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each  Mrs.  Annette  M. 
month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory.  Fortenberry 
Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to  Mr.  Walter  Preston 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful,  and  help-  McMurchy,  Jr. 
ful  medium.  This  feature  is  hopefully  designed  to  Ms  gpima 
further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are  pau|jne  Keulegan 
and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends.  George  &  Huel 
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Mignonne  Wilson  Lewman 
Bethel  Baptist  Church 
Kathryn  Lipe 
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Mr.  James  Logan,  Sr. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Odie  Smith  Jr. 
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Russ  Michael  Mangold 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Sonny  Beeson 
Cleo  Netherland 
Ms.  Betsy  Smith 
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It  is  comforting  to  knout  this  holiday  season,  that 
our  Qod  meets  us  uthere  we  are  and  gives  “ perfect 
gifts.”  Because  of  friends  like  you,  children  at 
The  BCV  are  experiencing  Qod’s  perfect  joy, 
laughter  and  provision.  Thank  you  for  showing 
Qod’s  compassion  and  generosity  this  Christmas. 


Happy  Holidays 

The  Baptist  Children’s  Village 
P.O.  Box  27 

Clinton,  Mississippi  39060 


Mr.  &  Mrs.  Elwood  L.  Crain 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Curtis  E.  Hughes  Sr. 
Thompson  Baptist  Church 

Laura  Sutten 

Mrs.  Mamie  K.  Welch 
Mrs.  Peggy  Sweatt 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  James  W.  Lewis 
Mrs.  Audrey  Tate 


Seminary  studies  interrupted  by  duty  call 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)  —  In  the  wake 
of  the  events  of  Sept.  11,  Southern 
Seminary  student  Tim  McKnight  clearly 
understands  early  American  preacher 
Jonathan  Edwards'  resolution  to  think 
often  about  death  —  but  the  epidemic  of 


CHAPLAIN  DAD  —  Southern  Seminary  student  Tim  McKnight,  seen 
holding  one  of  his  twin  sons  at  a  Sept.  11  memorial  service,  recently 
returned  from  overseas  after  serving  10  months  as  an  Army  National  Guard 
chaplain.  (BP  photo  by  David  Merrifield  ) 

terrorism  that  shook  America  on  that 
eventful  day  set  McKnight  to  pondering 
eternity  for  a  reason  that  differs  marked¬ 
ly  from  popular  sentiment. 

McKnignt,  a  doctor  of  philosophy  stu¬ 
dent  at  the  Louisville,  Ky.,  school, 
departed  five  weeks  after  the  attacks  for 
Germany  as  a  member  of  the  U.S.  Army 
National  Guard.  He  spent  nearly  10 
months  away  from  family,  church,  and 
seminary  while  serving  as  a  brigade 
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chaplain  in  both  Operation  Noble  Eagle 
ana  Operation  Enduring  Freedom. 

"Death  is  much  more  of  a  reality  for  me 
now,"  McKnight  said.  "That  was  probably 
the  way  in  which  this  experience  changed 
me  most.  It  is  one  thing  to  talk  about  God's 
providence  and  sovereignty  and  quite 
another  thing  to  have  difficult  situations 
arise  and  then  see  God's  providence  and 
grace  in  a  time  of  hardship." 

Hardship  began  immediately  after  the 
call  as  McKnight  pondered  saying  good¬ 
bye  to  his  wife,  Angela,  and  tne  couple's 
twin  sons  —  Noah  and  Micah  —  who  were 
seven  months  old  at  the  time.  Though 
McKnight  was  not  going  to  the  front  lines 
of  the  war  on  terrorism,  ne  was  headed  for 
a  country  in  which  the  threat  of  terrorism 
was  deemed  likely. 

While  bidding  adieu  to  his  family  with 
danger  looming  wasn't  easy,  McKnight 
learned  a  valuable  spiritual  lesson  during 
his  months  away:  to  seek  his  ultimate 
delight  in  the  Lord.  "I  think  the  ultimate 
life  lesson  for  me  when  I  left  was  that  I  saw 
how  secure  I  am  in  my  studies  and  in  my 
church  home  and  in  my  family,"  he  said. 

"Leaving  my  family  was  the  hardest 
thing  I  have  ever  done  in  my  life,  and  it  is 
only  by  God's  grace  that  I  was  able  to  do  it, 
but  God  challenged  me  to  delight  ultimate¬ 
ly  in  him.  I  am  not  to  worship  the  blessings 
but  instead  the  one  through  whom  all 
blessings  flow.  I  think  that  will  be  a  lifelong 
lesson,  McKnight  said. 

Mcknight's  studies  were  interrupted 
by  his  leaving  on  Oct.  21,  2001.  He  was 
in  Germany  until  Aug.  5  of  this  year.  He 
has  served  in  the  National  Guard  as  a 
chaplain  since  1996. 

McKnight's  job  was  not  to  fight  terror¬ 
ists  with  man-made  weapons  but  to  pro¬ 
vide  counsel  for  soldiers  in  the  midst  or  the 
introspective  spiritual  warring  that  is  part 
and  parcel  of  such  a  profoundly  stressful 
circumstance. 

As  part  of  his  job,  McKnight  led  Bible 
studies  and  preached  weekly  worship  ser¬ 
vices  for  the  soldiers  deployed  in  Hanau. 
While  he  saw  a  few  conversions,  McKnight 
said  he  was  greatly  encouraged  by  the 
depth  of  discipleship  that  believing  sol¬ 
diers  often  carried  out  toward  each  other. 


T  would  go  to  witness  to  somebody 
with  questions  about  Christianity  or  to 
start  a  Bible  study  only  to  find  out  that  one 
of  my  soldiers  had  already  shared  the 
Gospel  or  started  a  Bible  study,"  he  said. 

"That's  the  way  New  Testament 
Christianity  is  supposed  to  work.  That  was 
a  very  humbling  experience.  My  soldiers 
did  most  of  the  ministry." 

McKnight  said  one  of  the  most  diffi¬ 
cult  aspects  of  his  time  overseas  was  not 
being  able  to  share  personal  anxieties 
with  another  person.  God  eventually 
placed  a  fellow  evangelical  chaplain 
from  Pennsylvania  in  McKnight's  path 
from  whom  he  received  ministering. 

"In  that  situation  you  can  only  talk  to 
the  Lord  because  you  have  to  remain 
positive  for  the  soldiers,"  he  said.  "That 
can  be  a  lonely  place.  It  is  a  real  chal¬ 
lenge  for  the  chaplain  and  commander 
because  he  is  in  a  position  in  which  he 
can't  share  much  on  a  personal  level." 

To  keep  thoughts  of  home  from  over¬ 
whelming  him,  McKnight  said  he  took 
encouragement  by  reading  John  Piper, 
pastor  of  Bethlehem  Church  in 
Minneapolis,  Minn.,  or  by  listening  to 
taped  sermons  by  Alistair  Begg,  pastor 
or  Parkside  Church  in  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

In  addition,  the  wives  of  a  number  of 
World  War  II  veterans  from  McKnight's 
home  church  sent  him  encouraging  let¬ 
ters.  McKnight  serves  as  associate  pastor 
and  youth  minister  at  Cedar  Grove 
Church  in  Louisville. 

"One  of  the  things  that  blessed  me  the 
most  was  how  the  seminary  community 
and  our  church  family  reached  out  to 
Angela  and  the  boys,"  he  said.  "Church 
members  and  seminary  friends  babysat 
for  her  and  helped  us  out  in  so  many  dif¬ 
ferent  ways." 

McKnight  recalls  the  anxious  hours 
before  his  departure,  during  which  semi¬ 
nary  President  R.  Albert  Monler  Jr.  prayed 
with  him  in  the  president's  office. 

"That  was  a  great  encouragement  to 
me,"  he  said  "We  are  blessed  to  have  a  man 
like  Dr.  Mohler  at  Southern.  He  really  min¬ 
istered  to  me  by  taking  time  to  pray  with 
me.  We  are  very  blessed  at  this  seminary. 
It's  good  to  be  back  home." 


QCON  QXDD  )U  TW 
XE  NCU  HWDURE  TOJ, 
OET  XE  NCU  TO) 

WA  NCU  AUOHN 
WA  NCU  DWLT? 
CWHUO  EXEU:  AXIU 
C\ue:  N=T 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge. 
A  King  James  Version  Bible 
verse  has  been  encoded  by  let¬ 
ter  substitution.  The  same  letter 
is  substituted  throughout  the 
puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error. 
Answer  to  last  week’s  puzzle: 
John  Four  Thirty-Four. 


Alabama  judge  to  continue  Commandments  fight 


MONTGOMERY,  Ala.  (BP)  —  Alabama 
Supreme  Court  Chief  Justice  Roy  Moore 
has  filed  notice  that  he  will  appeal  a  feder¬ 
al  court  order  declaring  his  monument  to 
the  Ten  Commandments  in  the  state  judi¬ 
cial  building  rotunda  unconstitutional, 
according  to  The  Birmingham  News. 

"Federal  district  courts  have  no  jurisdic¬ 
tion  or  authority  to  prohibit  the  acknowl¬ 
edgement  of  God  that  is  specifically  recog¬ 
nized  in  the  Constitution  of  Alabama," 
Moore  said  in  a  written  statement  released 
Dec.  10.  "Our  constitution  provides  that  to 
establish  justice,  we  must  invoke  'the  favor 
and  guidance  of  Almighty  God.'" 

Moore  also  noted,  "For  a  federal  court  to 
say  we  cannot  acknowledge  God  contra¬ 
dicts  our  history  and  our  law." 

The  5300-pound  monument  features  the 
King  James  Bible  version  of  the  Ten 
Commandments  sitting  on  top  of  a  granite 
block.  Around  the  monument  are  quotes 
from  historical  figures  and  documents,  such 
as  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  but  crit¬ 
ics  contend  the  commandments  dominate. 

Moore  installed  the  monument  on  the 
night  of  July  31,  2001,  as  a  film  crew  from 
Florida  television  evangelist  D.  James 
Kennedy's  Coral  Ridge  Ministries  docu¬ 
mented  the  event. 


He  said  he  installed  the  monument  part¬ 
ly  because  of  his  concern  that  the  United 
States  has  suffered  a  moral  decline  over  the 
past  40  or  50  years  as  a  result  of  federal 
court  rulings,  including  those  against 
prayer  in  public  schools. 

U.S.  District  Judge  Myron  Thompson 
ruled  Nov.  18  that  tne  monument  violates 
the  First  Amendment's  ban  on  state  estab¬ 
lishment  of  religion  and  requested  that 
Moore  remove  tne  monument  within  30 
days.  The  monument  remains  in  the  judi¬ 
cial  building,  and  Thompson  has  sched¬ 
uled  a  Dec.  19  hearing  on  whether  to  issue 
an  injunction  to  require  Moore  to  have  it 
removed  in  15  days. 

"I  think  what  we  heard  today  echoed  of 
George  Wallace,"  Richard  Cohen,  an  attor¬ 
ney  for  the  Southern  Poverty  Law  Center, 
said  in  response  to  Moore's  Dec.  10  state¬ 
ment.  "He  said  the  federal  courts  have  no 
authority  to  order  him  to  do  anything 
Alabama  law  doesn't  require  him  to  do. 
Whatever  views  Moore  has  about  this,  fed¬ 
eral  law  is  supreme." 

Moore  is  a  Baptist  layman  who  came 
into  the  national  spotlight  for  fighting  to 
display  the  Ten  Commandments  in  a  coun¬ 
ty  courthouse.  He  was  elected  Alabama 
chief  justice  in  2000. 
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